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BACKGROUND >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

The Lord’s first two miracles recorded by John were rather private in nature.  The servants 
and the disciples knew that He transformed the water into wine, and the servants and the 
nobleman’s family knew that He had healed the sick son.  The miracle recorded in John 5 was 
not only public, but it was performed on the Sabbath Day and resulted in the opposition of the 
religious leaders.  This starts the “official persecution” against our Lord.  

STARTUP >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

→→Read John 5:1-9.  Write down every factual item in verses 1-9.  Include the following:

Name the people identified.

Describe the invalid.  

What is the location?  What is unique about the pool?

THE POOL OF BETHESDA 

The Pool of Bethesda was 
located near the northeast 
corner of the Old City, close 
to the Sheep Gate.  The name 
Bethesda is a play on words, 
meaning “house of grace” or 
“house of outpouring (water).”  
In 1st century AD, the site had 
two adjacent pools, each 
surrounded by a colonnade on 
all four sides and another down 
the middle.  Five centuries 
later, Christians built a church 
there to commemorate Jesus’ 
miracle.  At this pool people 
who were invalids would come 
hoping to find healing.  

WEEK #1: JANUARY 6, 2019
“SIGN #3:  HEALING AT THE POOL”

JOHN 5:1-18

Looking down into Pools of Bethesda
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WHERE IS VERSE 4?

“For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; then 
whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of whatever disease 
he had.”

There was much popular mythology about this pool, in most modern English translations; 
verse 4 is put into a footnote because most scholars do not think it belonged to the original 
text.  The statement about an angel of the Lord stirring the water and the first person 
who stepped in being healed is found in some early manuscripts, but not the earliest.  So 
the omitted verse 4 is not part of Scripture, although verse 7 shows that people believed 
something like what this statement reports.  

STRANGE QUESTION…OR IS IT? >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

The invalid had suffered for 38 years, longer than the average life expectancy for a male in this 
time period.  He had been ill a literal lifetime.  So what to make of Jesus’ question in verse 6:  “Do 
you want to be healed?”  Why would Jesus ask such a question?  

The invalid’s response to Jesus’ question (v. 7) was telling.  Where did the man place his faith?  
How do people today place their faith in the wrong thing or person?  Give examples.

THE HEALING >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Did Jesus preach to the invalid?  Correct him?  Lecture him on grace?  So why did Jesus heal the 
man? What does this healing tell us about our Lord?   

What would have to happen physically to a man who was an invalid for 38 years who suddenly 
had full use of his body?  What impact would that have on him?  How about the others who 
knew of this man?  
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GOD’S SABBATH VS. THE PHARISEES’ VERSION OF THE SABBATH >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

→→Read John 5:10-18.  God set aside the seventh day – the Sabbath – to be an ongoing 
gift that highlights the Lord’s creation of the world and celebrates His provision.  He intended 
it to be a time of rest, feasting, enjoying family, and celebrating His provision and protection.  
Unfortunately, by the time of Jesus, the Pharisees had turned this wonderful gift of grace into a 
burden.  

In addition to “rest,” the Pharisees added a long list of prohibitions and they established 
39 categories of “you can’t do this on the Sabbath.”  Here is the list:  carrying, burning, 
extinguishing, finishing, writing, erasing, cooking, washing, sewing, tearing, knotting, untying, 
shaping, plowing, planting, reaping, harvesting, threshing, winnowing, selecting, sifting, grinding, 
kneading, combing, spinning, dyeing, chain-stitching, warping, weaving, unraveling, building, 
demolishing, trapping, shearing, slaughtering, skinning, tanning, smoothing, and marking.  
Instead of rest it took a lot of working to keep the Sabbath!

Did “the Jews” (religious leaders) congratulate or celebrate in the man’s healing (v. 10)?  Why 
not?  

LEGALISM DEFINED >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Author and pastor Chuck Swindoll defines legalism as follows:  

“Legalism is the establishment of standards carefully selected by people for the purpose of 
celebrating human achievement under the guise of pleasing God.  Legalism is righteousness 
as defined by human beings, although those who give the definition frequently cite God as 
the source of the standard.  In reality, the standards come from culture, tradition, and most 
frequently the personal preferences of those who maintain position of power or influence.”

Describe the legalism in our story.  How does legalism focus on the letter of the law while ignoring 
the inspiration or spirit of the law?  

Why is legalism so prominently used in many religions today? Describe examples of what legalism 
looks like.

Why is legalism wrong?  How do you combat legalism?  
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YOU’RE WELL…BUT TAKE CARE >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Jesus “finds” the man (v. 14) and tells him, “See, you are well.  Sin no more!” This may imply 
that the man’s suffering was due to sin, but we know that physical ailments are not always the 
direct result of particular sins.  Read John 9:1-3 for Jesus’ response to his disciples question about 
physical ailment and sin.  What can you conclude from this passage?  How can a physical 
ailment bring glory to God?  

THE BATTLE OVER AUTHORITY >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

John closes our story with two comments that explain the source of a growing tension between 
Jesus and the religious authorities.  This issue at stake is big:  authority.  Jesus cleansed the temple 
with divine authority (John 2:13-22) as the Son of God.  He owns the house of God (2:16).  On this 
occasion and more to follow, Jesus confronts the religious authorities on their perversion of God’s 
law.  The healing asks the big question, “Who owns the Sabbath?”  

Reread verses 17-18.  Jesus responded to the religious leaders’ false claim that they own the 
Sabbath in two ways.  What were they?

1.

2. 

Although God “rested” on the seventh day (Sabbath), does he stop “working?”  Explain your 
answer and discuss.  

FINAL THOUGHT >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

The Word didn’t become flesh to establish a new religion.  He became one of us to restore a 
broken relationship.  He came to restore true worship of God, which doesn’t earn His blessing 
through good deeds but rejoices in the unmerited favor He delights to give. 
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RECAP AND RESPONSE >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

When Jesus chose to heal a superstitious invalid, He knew it would attract the attention of the 
religious authorities.  It did.  After scolding the man for carrying his pallet, they found Jesus and 
denounced Him for violation of the “rules.”  Their real purpose was to eliminate a threat to their 
authority.  They hid this by pretending to uphold God’s preeminence in the Sabbath.  Jesus 
responds by correcting their theology and then He addresses the real question:  Who owns the 
Sabbath?  Jesus answers this with six specific claims.  Let’s read through each one in verses 19-30. 

→→Read John 5:19-30

Claim #1:  “I am equal with God” (verses 19-20)  

Jesus began with a double amen, meaning “it is true, it is true.”  He then claimed equality with 
God, calling Himself the Son of God and referring to God as His Father.  While Father and Son are 
distinct persons, Father and Son are the same God.  So, the Father and the Son are one; these 
two persons of the Trinity (John will discuss the Holy Spirit later) can’t act contrary to each other.  
The Son is the perfect revelation of the Father here on earth in human form.  Everything He does 
mirrors the intentions and actions of the Father.  

Claim #2:  “I am the giver of life” (verse 21)

The only way to be able to give life is you must be the source of life.  Think of any human making 
this claim!  Doctors can treat and give medicine in order to help life or to delay death but they 
can’t give life to a dead body.  God used prophets in the Old Testament to raise the dead, but 
none dared claim credit.  Only God can create life.  

Claim #3:  “I am the final judge” (verses 22-23)

This is another sign of deity, since judgment is the exclusive prerogative of God (read Genesis 
18:25; Judges 11:27).  The point here is that we are not to think that part, but not all, of God 
the Father’s almighty power is invested in Jesus.  The whole power of God is invested in Jesus 
thoroughly and completely; even resurrection power.  

Claim #4:  “I will determine the eternal destiny of humanity” (verse 24)

This is one of the most amazing statements in John regarding the present possession of eternal 
life.  Eternal life begins immediately, in a somewhat realized way, when one believes in Jesus.  
Those who believe can face the last judgment with confidence.  Note that Jesus called for belief 
in the Father to reinforce the theme of unity of Father and Son.  To believe in one is to believe in 
the other, because the two persons are one.  And this belief impacts one’s eternal destiny (read 
John 3:18).  

WEEK 2: JANUARY 13, 2019

“I ONLY DO WHAT I SEE THE FATHER DOING” 
JOHN 5:19-47
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Claim #5:  “I will raise the dead” (verses 25-29)

First, read John 1:4 for a refresher.  Jesus not only gives life, and not only has words of life, but 
He has life in His own being.  He is the author of life.  Again, the double amen, “truly, truly,” 
emphasizes Jesus’ statement that He will summon the dead to final judgment.  Verse 25 has a 
double take on “hear.”  The first “hearing” is literal.  The second has to do with comprehending 
the message and believing it.  His statement has both a present and future aspect.  He will 
summon the dead to judgment on the final day; however, the “dead” can receive life now.

This passage can be summarized by the following flowchart:

The phrases in verses 28 and 29 “done what is good” and “done what is evil,” suggest that we 
are saved entirely based upon our moral action or “good works.”  But Jesus has already taught 
in verse 24 that salvation comes from hearing His Word and believing the One who sent Jesus, 
and He will teach this again in verse 40.  So in this context, “doing what is good” equals faith in 
Jesus.  This is clearly stated in John 6:29:  “The work of God is this:  to believe in the One He has 
sent.”

“Son of Man”

The title “Son of Man” used in John 5:27 refers to Daniel 7:13-14 (go ahead and look it up!) 
and is a definite messianic title.  It is used 12 times in John’s Gospel and over 80 times in 
all four Gospels.  The Jews would clearly know this title from their reading of the book of 
Daniel; and they would know that, by using it, Jesus was claiming to be the Messiah and 
the Judge.

(Swindoll, Charles R. Insights on John, p. 119. Zondervan, 2010)
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Claim #6:  “I am always doing the will of God” (verse 30)

There is a sudden shift in this verse.  Throughout the speech Jesus has referred to Himself in the 
third person, using the titles “Son of God” and “Son of Man.”  As He restates His original claim, 
“The Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing “(verse 19), 
now it is in the first person (“I”).  Again, it is clear that Jesus is referring to and making claims 
about Himself.

SUM IT UP >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Stop for a few moments and seriously reconsider these six claims.  Think of the best person in all 
of history (other than Jesus Christ), living or dead.  Imagine him or her standing before you to 
make a speech having these six points:

I am equal with God the Father.

I am the giver of life.

I am the final judge over all of humanity.

I hold the destiny of every human in my hand.

I will raise the dead.

Everything I do is the will of God.

Which of Jesus’ six claims about His own identity do you find:

New to you?

Most encouraging for your own faith?

Most helpful for speaking with and challenging those you know who think Jesus is not God?

Would any great philosopher, teacher, artist, or statesmen who ever lived make such a claim 
unless he or she was either completely insane or pure evil?  So why do you believe that Jesus is 
God?  
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WITNESSES FOR THE DEFENSE >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

In this section (verses 31-47), Jesus speaks of several witnesses who bear testimony concerning 
Him.  Having established His claim to be equal with God the Father (verses 1-19), Jesus now calls 
witnesses to support His claims.  Before closing His case in verse 47, Jesus will have called five 
witnesses to the stand.

  

→→Read John 5:31-47

JEWISH COURT PROCEDURE

Read John 5:31 again.  Jesus opened His case by quoting a guiding principle of Jewish 
court procedure, which stems from the law of Moses (read Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15).  
The testimony of a defendant is not considered valid unless it is supported either by an 
undisputed fact or reliable testimony.  So testimony must come from more than one witness.  
It is a fact that Jewish courts accepted corroborating testimony from multiple witnesses as 
clear proof that could not be denied.

Witness 1:  God the Father (vv. 32, 37-38)

Verse 32 uses “another,” which is God the Father stated in verses 37-38.  Without denying 
complete unity and oneness with the Father, Jesus treated the Father’s testimony as 
independent.  

Witness 2:  John the forerunner (vv. 33-35)

John the Baptist had credibility with the religious leaders.  Earlier, they had sought him out 
because his ministry caused the Jews to look for the Messiah.  He had such a profound impact 
that few doubted his status as a genuine prophet of God (read Matthew 14:5; 21:26; Mark 11:32; 
Luke 20:6).  John was the lamp, not the light.  He was forerunner and John completed his mission 
by introducing the Messiah and then faded away.  

Witness 3:  Jesus’ “signs” (v. 36)

John the Baptist never performed miracles.  Jesus did, and they were many.  These miracles 
don’t alone establish His deity.  But miracles had long been accepted as God’s stamp of 
approval on the miracle-worker’s message.  Jesus’ signs give credence to His message that “I 
am equal with the Father.”  
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Witness 4:  The Scriptures (vv. 39-44)

Jesus says that the Scriptures, and the word of the Father speaking in the Scriptures, speak of 
Him.  What passages does Jesus have in mind?  One specific verse would be Isaiah 53:6, but 
Jesus seems to be saying that all of the Scriptures together are put together to lead the one who 
searches them to Jesus.  The Old Testament leaves us with questions such as:

Who can be righteous?

What is the sufficient sacrifice for our sins?

Who is the good shepherd in the line of David?

Where is the kingdom that was promised?

Jesus is saying that all of these questions can only find the answer in Him through His work, death, 
and resurrection.

Witness 5:  Moses (vv. 45-47)

The final witness is Moses, a man revered by the Jews.  The writings of Moses had been twisted by 
the temple officials in a religion of works and were used as a means to reject Christ.  Moses never 
wanted the law to become an end to itself.  No one can keep it perfectly.  Moses predicted the 
failure of the Israelite people and promised a Savior to lead them if they would heed his words.

Why didn’t the religious leaders believe these witnesses to the truth of Jesus Christ?  Jesus named 
two basic reasons.

Reason #1 is found in verses 40-43.  What is it?  HINT:  Did the religious leaders not comprehend 
who Jesus was, or did they not want to?  Why?  

Reason #2 is found in verses 43-44.  What is it?  HINT:  How does pride interfere with trusting in 
Jesus?

“These are the very Scriptures that testify about me.”  How does or should this truth direct the 
way you read your Bible?

If the Pharisees in this passage were members of your church today, what would they be like?
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How has this whole chapter given you a greater view and awe of Jesus?  
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TALKABOUT >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Have you ever known someone to get angry with God because God didn’t give them what 
they wanted?  In John 4 we saw that Jesus promises to truly satisfy us.  So why does it often seem 
as if He isn’t delivering satisfaction?  

INVESTIGATE >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

→→Read John 6:1-15.  Then read Luke 9:10-17 for a second look at this story.  

Jesus had withdrawn (v. 1) with His disciples for several possible reasons.  List the possible reasons.  
Why is it healthy to occasionally withdraw and reflect and/or reenergize?  Does this occur in your 
life today?  Discuss in your group.

A lot of people (v. 2) followed Jesus.  Was it because of His words that He spoke?  Something 
else?  Would you follow someone who clearly had the ability to physically make whole a 
person?  Read Luke 9:11 and describe how Jesus reached out to the people.

After teaching all day, the disciples approach Jesus (Luke 9:12) and compassionately ask Jesus 
to provide nourishment for the many.  No, that’s not it!  What did they ask and how did Jesus 
respond (Luke 9:13; John 6:5)?  

THE PESSIMIST >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

How did Jesus “test” Philip (vv. 5-7)?  Did Philip answer the question Jesus asked?  Was Jesus 
being deceitful or misleading in His question since He already knew what He was going to do?  
What was the purpose of this testing of Philip?  

WEEK #3: JANUARY 20, 2019

“SIGN #4: FEEDING THE 5,000”
JOHN 6:1-15
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How was Philip a pessimist?  Is this a common characteristic of many?  How can one counter a 
pessimist?

EIGHT MONTHS WAGES

A denarius was a Roman silver coin, roughly equal to one day’s wages for a common, 
semiskilled laborer (Matthew 20:2-13).  Philip quickly estimated the buying power of 200 
days’ wages, possibly the amount they had in their treasury.  Despite this considerable 
sum, it was paltry compared to the need.

ANDREW >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

While Philip calculated, what did Andrew do?  How were Andrew’s actions a sign of leadership?

A LITTLE BOY’S SACK LUNCH

The little boy’s “barley loaves” were common to the Mediterranean diet, though considered 
inferior to the wheat bread.  They would have been leavened at least a little, formed into 
little disks about four to five inches in diameter, and then baked.  The Greek term for “fish” is 
diminutive form of a word, meaning “little fish.”  They were small, seasoned, sardine like fish.  

THE MIRACLE >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Let’s imagine the scene.  The disciples organize the people into groups of 50 (Luke 9:14) and 
instruct them to prepare for a meal.  No one sees any food and the disciples have no idea how 
the people will be fed.

Now you complete the story (vv. 10-14).  How did Jesus multiply the food (read Mark 6:41, Luke 
9:16, John 6:11).  If you were on the receiving end of this miracle, how would you view Jesus?

OLD TESTAMENT EXAMPLE >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Read Exodus 16:1-16.  How is Jesus re-enacting this even from Israel’s time in the wilderness?
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INTERPRETATION >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

From our story, what do we learn about Jesus?

What do we learn about the disciples?

What is the lesson for us today?

ANOTHER POINT >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Why should we never gauge the size of a challenge in terms of our capability?  Is what we have 
to offer ever enough?  If not, what is the purpose of offering what we have?  

AND ANOTHER POINT >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

John often presents a miracle of Jesus together with some teaching of Jesus so that the 
teaching explains the miracle.  How does John 6:35 explain the miraculous feeding of 5,000 men 
(including women and children the number was probably over 10,000)?

ONE FINAL QUESTION >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

What would the crowd’s two misunderstandings of the nature of Jesus’ kingship – a healthcare 
service or an aggressive political/military leader (v. 15) – look like in your society or in a church?  
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REMEMBER THIS >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Every time we read John’s Gospel, it’s important to remember that John was very selective in 
his choice of material.  His final verse in the book reminds us that “Jesus did many other things 
as well” about which we know nothing (21:25).  Why did John put them in this order and at this 
point in the story?  One connection is obvious and that is the “bread” with which Jesus feeds the 
5,000 and Jesus’ teaching later in the chapter (vv. 22-59) about Him being the “true bread from 
heaven.”  

So the “big picture” is important for us to understand:  Jesus performs this miracle of feeding 
5,000 people to teach us about His true nature and His true identity as the bread from heaven.
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THE PASSAGE: IN THREE GOSPELS >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

→→ Read John 6:16-21.  Describe who, what, and where in this passage.

Who 

What 

Where 

→→Now read Matthew 14:22-33.  What additional information is given in this passage that 
supplements the John account?

→→Finally, read Mark 6:45-52.  Is there any additional information given in this passage that 
supplements the John and Matthew account?  If so, what?  

WEEK #4: JANUARY 27, 2019

“SIGN #5: WALKING ON WATER”
JOHN 6:16-21
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LET’S VISUALIZE >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Jesus made His disciples get into the boat (Matthew 14:22; Mark 6:45) because they were in 
danger (see John 6:14-15).  Did Jesus know the storm was coming?  Of course!  Then why would 
Jesus deliberately put His disciples in danger? 

Respond to this comment on John 6:16-21 by Christian author and pastor Warren Wiersbe:  
“Sometimes we are caught in a storm because we have disobeyed the Lord.  Jonah is a 
good example.  But sometimes the storm comes because we have obeyed the Lord.”  After 
commenting, describe how you have been caught up in a storm and how the Lord was there 
for you.

“Jesus fed a multitude of followers somewhere in the hill country northeast of the Sea of 
Galilee. Afterward, He commanded His disciples to set sail for Capernaum. Unfortunately, 
a strong wind – most likely from the west (Matt. 14:24) – resisted their progres so that the 
men were ‘straining at the oars’ (Mark 6:48). Jesus could see their struggle from His elevated 
vantage, more than 1000 feet above the sea.” (Swindoll, Charles R. Insights on John, p. 131. 
Zondervan, 2010)
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WHY ROUGH SEAS?

In our story a fierce squall had descended on the sea, which happens often.  The Sea of 
Galilee is situated 686 feet below sea level in a deep rift between the Arabian Desert and 
Mediterranean Sea.  Winds frequently whipped down through the gorge and turned the 
Sea of Galilee into a choppy mess, especially with first century boats.  

THE MIRACLES AND THE DISCIPLES >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

In this account (Matthew 14:28-32 and John 6:16-21) there were four miracles.  What were they 
and why did Jesus share these miracles only with the disciples?  

“IT IS I” >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

“It is I” (v. 20) is the Greek translation of the Hebrew “I Am.”  What is Jesus claiming in verse 20?

How does where He is standing add credibility to His claim?

Read Exodus 3:7-14.  What is the significance of this passage as it relates to John 6:16-21?

In the Exodus passage, God reveals His name to be “Yahweh” (corresponding to the four 
Hebrew consonants YHWH).  The divine name Yahweh suggests a few meanings:

1. God is self-existent and so not dependent on anything else for His existence.

2. God is the creator and sustainer of all that exists.

3. God is immutable (unchanging) in His being and character and so is not in the process of 
becoming something different from what He is (read Hebrews 13:8).

4. God is eternal in His existence.   
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If you were to describe who God is to someone unfamiliar with God, what would you say and 
how would you describe God?  Or try another example:  How would you describe God to a 
young child (say 6 or 7 years old)?  

What comparisons can you find in Psalm 107:23-32 as it relates to John 6?

WHY? >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Read the ending of our story in Mark 6:50-52.  It says the disciples’ “hearts were hardened” after 
seeing the feeding of the 5,000 and after the personalized miracles of walking on water.  How 
could they still be “thick-headed” after walking with the Lord and witnessing these miracles?  Do 
you experience this same response in people today?  Why?  

JESUS MAKING DISCIPLES >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Our story isn’t over.  Jesus is fully aware of the disciples and their attitudes.  After landing in 
Capernaum, Jesus would confront their selfish motives head-on.  It will be an excellent example 
of Jesus working with His disciples to prepare them in the future to make disciples...disciples 
making disciples.



22

WEEK #5: FEBRUARY 3, 2019

“I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE”
JOHN 6:22-59

JESUS TAUGHT IN THE SYNAGOGUE >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Our passage takes place in the Jewish synagogue where verse 59 tells us “Jesus said these things 
in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum.”

INVESTIGATE >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

We come now to one of the more lengthy discourses in the Gospel.  Contained in it are various 
puzzles of some complexity, but basically the whole discussion is framed by Jesus’ feeding of the 
5,000.  This marks Jesus out as a prophet at least on equal terms with Moses, through whom God 
provided manna to His people in Israel.  Jesus wants to take the discussion several steps further.  
He is not just offering “bread,” He is offering “bread of life.”  What does that mean?

→→Read John 6:22-29.  Why does the crowd come looking for Jesus?  What does Jesus offer 
instead?

→→Read John 6:30-34.  What does the crowd ask for?  How does Jesus respond?

First Century Synagogue Replication
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→→Read John 6:35-40.  What is it that truly satisfies us eternally?  How do we receive true 
satisfaction?  Why is it difficult for people to receive this?

Why is it good news that our constant faith does not ultimately depend on our efforts (vv. 37-39)?  
Does this relieve us of responsibility for believing in and obeying Jesus?  Why or why not?

How can faith depend on God and us at the same time?  

APPLY >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

What’s wrong with looking to Jesus to satisfy you in the way that the crowd did?  Or said another 
way:  What’s wrong with wanting bread?

The crowd asks for bread in verse 31 using a quote from the Bible.  Can you think of examples of 
people today dressing up selfish desires with pious language?  What kinds of “bread” do people 
today mistakenly seek to satisfy their hunger?

DON’T FORGET THIS

God gives us many good things.  But when those things matter more to us than God, God 
will not become complicit in our idolatry.  God will not fulfill our wrong desires because He 
wants us to desire Him above all things.  And this is what’s best for us because only God 
Himself brings eternal joy.
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→→Read John 6:41-51.  The crowd can’t see past the humanness of Jesus to recognize that He 
is from heaven.  Like Nicodemus in John 3:3-8, they need God Himself to enlighten them so that 
they come to Jesus (see verses 37, 44-45).  With that in mind, what happens to those who believe 
Jesus is the bread of life?  Describe the transformation that takes place in their life.  Describe how 
God made this transformation in your life.

What makes a person able to eat the “bread” (verses 37, 39-40, 44)?  How is this humbling and 
reassuring?  

→→Read John 6:51-59.  Why does Jesus say the living bread is His flesh?  

APPLY SOME MORE >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

If you live for something other than God, what happens when you don’t measure up?

If you live for God, what happens when you don’t measure up?
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GETTING PERSONAL >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Feed on Jesus and you will never hunger; you will always be fully and eternally satisfied.  When 
this week will you most need to remember this?
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WEEK #6: FEBRUARY 10, 2019

“TO WHOM SHALL WE GO?”
JOHN 6:60-71

SETUP >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

We’ve come to that point in John’s gospel where many of Jesus’ disciples drew back and no 
longer followed Him.  This is a turning point in Jesus’ ministry, where He confronts the twelve with 
the question, “Will you also go away?”  This is a frequent phenomenon in our day also.  Many 
people start out the Christian life and seem to do very well for awhile, but then they drop out of 
sight and nobody seems to know what happened to them.  

HARD TEACHING >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Start by rereading John 6:53-58.  Now read John 6:60-71.  Why is Jesus’ teaching viewed in verse 
60 as “hard?”  What was the “hard” teaching?  Could He have made it more understandable?  
Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-32 for Paul’s interpretation.   What was Paul’s interpretation?  

Did these disciples have a teachable heart?  Why or why not?  Define what it means to have a 
teachable heart.  

One argument for rejecting the Word of God is that it is too difficult to understand.  How do you 
respond?  

What are some present-day hard truths in the Bible that go against our culture?  How has 
compromise to these teachings weakened the church?  How can we identify and embrace 
these truths?

Jesus didn’t shy away from tough teaching.  Despite His cryptic language and difficult teaching, 
He reassured authentic followers.  Read John 6:39-40, 44, and 54.  What reassurance did He give 
multiple times? Do you feel His disciples understood?   Why or why not?    
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Reread verse 63.  What was Jesus’ point in this verse?  How did these disciples respond (see verse 
66)?

FICKLE DISCIPLES

By this time in His ministry there were probably hundreds who were serious enough to 
consider Him their rabbi and would probably support a plan to make him king.  Jesus knew 
though how wishy-washy many were.  These fickle disciples described Jesus’ teaching as 
skelros, meaning dry, hard, or rough.  Distressing concepts or even news would be called 
“hard.”  The reality was that Jesus’ teaching wasn’t difficult to understand, but just difficult 
to accept, and still is to many people.

“LORD, TO WHOM SHALL WE GO?” >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Peter’s question in verse 68 is a question everyone asks and sadly many do turn away from Jesus 
because of hard truths, difficult circumstances or disappointed expectations.  Below is a list of 
common excuses for turning away from our Lord.

1. You don’t like some teaching or commandment in the Bible.

2. You stupidly forget the certainty of death so that you live for immediate pleasure in the short 
time on this earth, rather than for lasting pleasure in light of eternity.

3. You think that following Jesus will rob you of “the good life.”

4. You allow trials and difficulties to grow into disappointment with Christ.

5. You get busy with other things that crowd out the most important thing. 

6. You are too lazy and undisciplined to keep Christ first in your priorities.

7. You sin, which causes your thinking about Christ to become muddled.

8. You don’t grasp the supremacy and excellence of Christ.

Spend ample time and review each of these eight excuses with your group.  Which of these 
wrong reasons to turn from Christ to things that cannot save have infiltrated your life in the past?  
How did you overcome it?  
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FAITH + ENDURANCE >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Read Hebrews 10:36.  What was the writer’s point in this verse?  Now read Hebrews 11 in its 
entirety.  How do the examples given in this chapter show that a person needs faith in God’s 
Word and in His Son in order to persevere and not fall away?

THREE RESPONSES TO THE GOSPEL >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

The Gospel is indeed good news; yet the good news has an edge to it.  The narrowness of the 
Gospel is difficult to accept and very exclusive.  Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”  The purpose of the Gospel 
message isn’t to convince; that’s the role of the Holy Spirit.  The Gospel message is the means 
by which prepared hearts respond to God.  The good news is the call to God and belief is the 
response of “His own” (John 10:14).  As Jesus proclaimed the Gospel, presenting Himself as the 
sole means of salvation, people responded in three ways.  

1. Open defection (John 6:66)

Why didn’t Jesus go after these disciples who turned away?  

2. Firm determination (John 6:67-69)

Did Peter understand everything Jesus taught?  Why is the phrase “…and we have believed, 
and have come to know…” so important?  Why is the order (“believe” then “know”) key?  

3. Subtle deception (John 6:70-71)

Are there people today in churches who are “pretend believers?”  If these pretend believers are 
attending a church and are not motivated by authentic faith, then what motivates them?  
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FINAL THOUGHT:  REAL CHRISTIANS >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Christian pastor and author Ray Stedman said this about what real Christians see in Jesus:

“In Christ we have a love that can never be fathomed; a life that can never die; a righteousness 
that can never be tarnished; a peace that can never be understood; a rest that can never be 
disturbed; a joy that can never be diminished; a hope that can never be disappointed; a glory 
that can never be clouded; a light that can never be darkened; a happiness that can never 
be interrupted; a strength that can never be enfeebled; a purity that can never be defiled; a 
beauty that can never be marred; a wisdom that can never be baffled; and resources that can 
never be exhausted.”
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THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES (BOOTHS) >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Our story in John chapter 7 takes place during The Feast of Tabernacles.  It was one of the great 
annual feasts given by God to his people in the Old Testament.  The feast had two purposes:  to 
remember Israel’s time in the wilderness when they lived in booths and to rejoice before God 
after the harvest.  Moses commanded God’s people that they should “live in temporary shelters 
for seven days” (Leviticus 23:42), because they were reminding themselves of God’s deliverance 
for them from Egypt:  “So your descendants will know that I had the Israelites live in temporary 
shelters when I brought them out of Egypt” (Leviticus 23:43).  Additionally, there was a special 
emphasis on water as a remembrance of the water from the rock that sustained Israel in the 
wilderness.  We’ll talk about that shortly as we reach the climax of the chapter in verses 37-38.

WILL HE STAY OR WILL HE GO? >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

→→Read John 7:1-11.  Why does Jesus not want to travel around Judea (v. 1)?  Why do the 
leaders seek to do Him harm (v. 7)?  

WEEK #7: FEBRUARY 17, 2019

“IF ANYONE THIRSTS, LET HIM COME”
JOHN 7:1-52

“In fulfillment of God’s commandment (Lev 23:34-44), Jewish families continued to cel-
ebrate a weeklong harvest festival in temporary houses constructed for the occasion. 
These ‘tabernacles’ or ‘tents’ reminded God’s covenant people of His protection in 
the wilderness as they celebrated His continued provision through the  ‘in-gathering’ of 
produce from the Promised Land.” (Swindoll, Charles R. Insights on John, p. 154. Zonder-
van, 2010)
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What do Jesus’ half- brothers want Him to do and why (vv. 2-5)?  Were His half-brothers 
believers?  Were they concerned about His welfare or were they taunting Him?  How could they 
possibly be raised with Jesus and not understand that He was the Son of Man?  Do the half-
brothers remain unbelievers (see Acts 1:14)?  

OPINIONS, OPINIONS AND MORE OPINIONS >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

→→Read John 7:12-52.   There were many opinions about Jesus.  What opinions are on display 
here, and who holds each?

Verse 12a

Verse 12b

Verse 15

Verse 20

Verse 25-27

Verse 31, 40-41

Verse 41-42

Verse 46
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What are your observations about the many opinions of Jesus?  Has that changed today?  Why 
or why not?  

THE CENTER OF ATTENTION >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

→→Reread John 7:14-24.  First, summarize the passage in your group.  What does the passage 
say about Jesus?  What does the passage say about the Jews?  What is the conflict?  What is the 
solution?

How does a person choose to do God’s will (v. 17)?  Specifically, what does this involve in your 
life?

APPEARANCES >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Why did Jesus think the healing was A-OK on the Sabbath (vv. 21-24)?  How did the Jews’ 
opposition to healing on the Sabbath prove that they were “judging by appearances?”  

Describe a situation where someone may be tempted to judge by appearances.  How is this 
harmful?  On what basis should you judge this situation instead?  

IS THIS THE MESSIAH? >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

→→Reread John 7:25-36.  This passage reads like chaos in the making, but is it?  How is Jesus in 
total control of this situation?  Can you remember a time where your life seemed to be in chaos 
and yet Jesus was there in total control?  Share with the group.  
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RIVERS OF LIVING WATER >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

One ritual observed each day of the Feast of Tabernacles was a procession in which a priest 
carried a goblet of water from the Pool of Siloam, through the Water Gate, and into the inner 
temple court.  The congregants sang a hymn based on Isaiah 12:3, then the priest poured the 
water on the altar, highlighting God’s provision of water in the wilderness (see Numbers 20:8-11).  
The Feast of Tabernacles then built toward a climatic assembly of the people.  It is during this 
climax that Jesus stands to address the many people at the temple.

→→ Reread John 7:37-39.  What does it mean to experience the Spirit’s stream of living water 
flowing within you?  How can you tell when streams of living water are flowing from within you?  

IGNORANCE OR…? >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

→→Reread John 7:40-52.  What was wrong with the reason in verses 41-42 for rejecting Jesus 
(see Luke 2:1-6)?  Were the people ignorant (i.e. lack of knowledge or information) or something 
else? 








