
Community Group Curriculum
for the week of June 2, 2013

“Paul’s Final Days”

BIG PICTURE

There is so much we can learn from the life of the apostle Paul.  We see that Paul kept up a brutal 
schedule, constantly traveling.  He was a guy on the go!  From a Lower Story perspective, Paul showed 
that following Jesus can be risky.  But Paul persevered because he knew what awaited him in the Up-
per Story.  Finally, Paul’s life shows he had a focus on building relationships.  In every one of his letters we 
read at the end an extensive list of people he is praying for and thinking about.  It is through these kinds 
of relationships – and the love and encouragement so evident in his letters - that disciples are made.  

LET’S DIG IN!

1. Read Acts 20:13-38.  This passage looks at Paul’s farewell to the Ephesian elders.

a) What actions and attitudes had Paul practiced as a model for Christian leaders (vv. 17-27, 33-
35)?

b) What warning and command did Paul repeat (vv. 28-31)?

c) What would protect the elders in the face of this danger (v. 32)? 

d) How does Paul in this passage teach us about how Christian leaders should think and act?  How 
can you help the leaders at RiverLakes Community Church to practice this example?

2. Read Acts 27:1 – 28:16 (Yes, it’s a long passage but the story is so good!).  This is the final story in the 
book of Acts of Paul’s life as he and fellow traveler and scribe Luke travel to Rome.  

a) What did Paul say and do during the trip to Rome?

27:9-10

27:21-26

27:30-32

27:33-36



28:1-6

28:7-10

b) Think about each of Paul’s comments and actions.  What did you learn about him (his gifts, char-
acter, beliefs, attitude toward people and view of God)?

c) Can you conclude from these events that God will always protect His servants – if not from hard-
ship, then at least from death?  Why or why not?  And if not, what should we conclude?  

3. Read Ephesians 1:15-23.  While under house arrest in Rome, Paul wrote a letter to the believers in 
Ephesus.  In it he lifted up a beautiful, powerful prayer.  What are some elements of this prayer and 
what can we learn about prayer from Paul’s example?  

4. Read Ephesians 4:4-6.  God cares greatly about unity among Christians.  The apostle Paul gave 
several examples of our call to oneness.  What are they and how can our unity around these “ones” 
strengthen RiverLakes Community Church and become a witness to the world?

PRAY!  PRAY!  PRAY!

•	 Surrender your heart and life to God and invite Him to remove anything that needs to be re-
moved from your life so that you can become more and more like Jesus.

•	 Pray for our church body at RCC to remain focused on God throughout the summer.

•	 Pray that our time in prayer with our Father will be a priority in our daily life.  

AND NOW FOR SOME FINAL THOUGHTS

Paul led a full life yet he still found time to pen letters to his friends and to the churches he had planted.  
Paul rarely wasted a moment of time, and his example should challenge us today to make the most of 
our own time and opportunities.  Our world allows us many ways to communicate and share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ, but it also tempts us to waste our time on meaningless things.  Paul’s example and 
his constant care for the churches under his care should challenge us to make the most of the days we 
have been given.  


