
Community Group Curriculum 
For the week of May 11, 2014 

“Fear of Failure” 
John 21:15-19

BIG “DON’T MISS THIS” POINT

“WE WILL NOT FEAR FAILURE WHEN WE BELIEVE GOD USES IT TO ALIGN OUR PURPOSE WITH HIS.”

LET’S DIG IN!

1. Read Isaiah 41:9-10, 13.  Write out the truth statements and the commands.

Define failure:

Define fear:

Define forgiveness:

Share a time in your life when you failed repeatedly.  What truths did you “take away” from the experience?

NOW HEAR THIS!  Dr. Norm Wright says, “You have failed in the past.  You are failing now in some way.  You will fail 
in the future.  You weren’t perfect in the past.  You won’t be perfect in the future.  Your children will not be perfect, 
either.  When you fail, allow yourself to feel disappointment but not disapproval…you can fail and not be a fail-
ure.”

2. Read Romans 8:1-4.  What truth statements are in this passage?  

3. Read 1 John 4:17-19.  What is it you fear today?  What does satan throw in your path to cause you to fear or 
fail?.  Name a time when you let that fear keep you from moving forward.

 



NOW HEAR THIS!  Fear is crippling.  Faith is freeing.  Share a time when you exercised faith over fear.

4. Read Hebrews 12:1-3 and Philippians 3:13-14.  What encouragement is found in these verses?  What do these 
verses teach, indirectly, about fear?

NOW HEAR THIS!  Our loving heavenly Father knows us – every encumbrance, all our weaknesses, shortcomings, 
fears, past failures and yet He still says, “Feed my sheep and follow me.”  He also knows what we are capable of 
and calls us based on how He created us.  Christ knows what we desire to do, how we wish to behave, how we 
long to be free of fear and walk truthfully in all situations.

5. Read John 21:15-19.  Do you know who the “sheep” in your life are?  Who has God called you to serve?  Min-
ister to?  Share the Good News with?  How are you feeding and shepherding the flock the Lord has called you 
to?

NOW HEAR THIS!  Peter is given an opportunity to reaffirm his love for the Lord and is rehabilitated and re-commis-
sioned.  Beyond his failure, Peter was reinstated to service.  As many times as he denied Christ, our gracious Savior 
and Lord gave Peter the opportunity to declare his love anew.

PRAYER PLEASE

Confess your fear of failure and ask the Lord to show you how you can faithfully serve Him by serving others.  Pray 
this week for an attitude of humility.  Acknowledge that the God who created you is doing the work in your life for 
your sanctification.  Pray for trust so complete that there is no room for fear.  

FINAL THOUGHT

In God’s gracious economy, we can trust that He will use all things to grow us into the disciple that he desires us to 
be – sometimes we have to “fail” to improve.  If God wastes nothing – then are we really justified fearing failure?

“The most precious thing about Jesus is the way in which He trusts us on the field of our defeat.”

William Barclay, The Gospel of Mark, page 369
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INTRODUCTION: 

 

 

SCRIPTURE: 

John 21:15-19 

 

EXPOSITION: 

1. Peter’s _____________________ (John 13:37-38, 18:10-11). 

 

 

2. Peter’s _____________________ (John 18:15-19, 25-27). 

 

 

3. Peter’s _____________________ (John 21:15-19). 

 

 

Bottom Line: 

 

 

Application: 
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