
ACTS:  Advance – “Stephen is Seized” (Acts 6:8 – 7:16) 

For the week of January 10, 2016 

Catch Up 

Spend time catching up as a group since you last met.   

 

Testimony 

Have a volunteer share their testimony (5-10 minutes) if there are still members who have not had an opportunity to 

share.   

 

Tell the Story 

Summarize or tell the story of Acts 6:8 – 7:16.  Then read 

the passage.  Discuss any missing details from the telling 

of the story.  Finally, rebuild the story as a group.   

1. What does this passage (6:8-15) tell us about why 

Stephen’s ministry was so effective?  Which of the 

characteristics do you lack?  What can you do to 

grow in that area?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. This passage (6:8-15) has three key features.  Let’s 

explore each one! 

 

a) Stephen had a firm and clear grasp of the 

gospel of grace.  We can especially see this 

from the accusation, “This fellow never stops 

speaking…against the law” (v. 13).  What is the 

gospel of grace?  How would you explain this to 

someone else?   Could you give an example of 

how God’s grace changed your life?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Stephen had a remarkable skill in sharing the 

gospel.  What were the two reasons why he was 

so effective (v. 10)?  Stephen’s answers were 

compelling with a spirit of confidence.  Why is 

our non-verbal presence (i.e. tone of joy, 

boldness, yet loving sensitivity) as important as 

our verbal presentation (i.e. logic, illustration, 

clarity) in sharing the gospel?     

 

 

 

 

 

 

c) Stephen had a unique blend and balance of 

two seemingly opposite qualities – he was full of 

both “grace and power” (v. 8).   Let’s define 

each:   

A person who is very gracious is characterized 

by______________________________________.  

 

 A person who is “powerful” is characterized by 

_______________________________________.     

 

How can these two things go together  

(see Acts 6:6; Revelation 5:5-6)?   

 

 

 

 



Extra Credit:  How does the gospel produce 

both humbleness and boldness?  Do you see 

yourself with these qualities?   

 

 

 

 

3. Summarize Stephen’s message from his accusers 

(vv. 13-14).  How does the gospel change the way 

we look at the temple and the law?  Why is it a big 

deal that the future apostle Paul listened to 

Stephen’s message (8:1)?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Stephen’s face shone radiantly (v. 15) just as Moses’ 

face shone when he came down from Mr. Sinai 

with the law (Exodus 34:29).  What does Stephen’s 

radiance reveal?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Is it possible that Paul had Stephen in mind when he 

said that the giving of the law came with such glory 

that no one could look upon Moses’ brightness (2 

Corinthians 3:7-8) but that the gospel message 

brings an even greater radiance (2 Corinthians 3:9-

11)?  Read the two passages and comment.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Stephen had a very short ministry, but through his 

impact on Paul, he has influenced millions.  On a 

personal note, do you see, as we minister in our 

humble way, that we might be the instrument of 

reaching someone who will be even more 

productive for Christ?    

 

 

 

 

 

7.  As you look at the beginning of Stephen’s speech 

(Acts 7:1-16), remember he is answering the 

question, “Are these charges true – do you teach 

that the temple is unnecessary?”  Why is Stephen 

talking history in his response?    Did Abraham and 

Joseph require a temple?   

 

 

 

 

Pray 

 Pray that we may dedicate ourselves to reading 

through the Bible in one year! 

 Pray as we move into 2016 that we will be a church 

that “makes disciples who make disciples.”  

 Pray that each one of us will actively mature in 

Christ through adhering to spiritual disciplines such 

as prayer, daily immersion and meditation in God’s 

Word, meeting regularly as a church body on 

Sunday, and meeting regularly in a small group.   

 


