
“Wrecked:  In Need of Repair (Religion)” 

For the week of April 17, 2016 

 

Many of us have had the unpleasant experience of being in or witnessing an automobile accident.  To see 

how significantly a car can be mangled when steel collides with steel at high speeds is frightening.  And yet, 

the reality is that many of us have experienced similar kinds of wrecks in our personal lives.  Since the fall of 

mankind, we live in fear of death, under the guilt and shame of sin, influenced by the evil around us and 

constantly disappointed by man-made religion that seeks a human solution to fix people.  But we are so 

lacking in our attempts to fix the wreck that has been made of our lives.  We need something or someone 

outside ourselves who is capable of wrecking those things that continue to wreck us.   

 

1. The definition of religion is “belief in God or 

gods to be worshipped, usually expressed in 

conduct and ritual” or “any specific system of 

belief, worship, etc., often involving a code of 

ethics.”  Likewise, the two most common 

ingredients in religions are rules and rituals.   

 

a. What is the definition of Christianity?   

 

 

 

 

 

b. What differentiates Christianity from the 

definition(s) of religion?   

 

 

 

 

 

c. So is Christianity a religion, a relationship, 

both or neither?  Discuss in your group! 

 

 

 

2. Read Acts 17:16-34.  As a group, rebuild the 

story starting at verse 16.  In your opinion what 

is the main theme of this passage?  Write it 

down and share with your group.     

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  The Epicureans and Stoics mentioned in 

verse 18 were the dominant philosophers in Greek 

culture.  The Epicureans believed that seeking 

happiness or pleasure was the primary goal of life.  

The Stoics placed thinking above feeling and tried 

to live in harmony with nature and reason, 

suppressing their desire for pleasure. 

3. Why would Paul be “greatly distressed” (Greek 

word paroxymo meaning deep mixture of both 

anger and sorrow) at the idols he saw in 

Athens (v 16)?  How have you been “greatly 

distressed” with what you have witnessed 

recently in our world?  What did Paul do in 

response to what he saw and felt and what 

can we do today?       

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. True or False:  We will not be able to share the 

Gospel effectively unless we know the false 

“gods” of the people we are trying to reach.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. As a follow-up and example, Mark Twain had a 

saying about three cities in the USA.  In Boston, 

they ask ‘what does he know?’  In New York, 

they ask, ‘how much money does he make?’, 

but in Philadelphia, they ask, ‘what family does 

he come from?’  Each of these sayings point 

out the particular idols of each city:  

education, wealth, family pedigree.  What 

idol(s) have you seen in Bakersfield?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Paul explained the one true God to these 

educated men of Athens.  They were, in 

general, very religious, but they did not know 

God.  Fast forward to today where we live in a 

“Christian society” but God is still unknown to 

most people.  Why?  How can religious people 

not know God?    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. In verses 24-31, Paul lays out great principles to 

show the Greeks who the true God is.  State 

the principle for each verse given below: 

 

Verse 24:  

 

 

Verse 25: 

 

 

Verse 26: 

 

 

Verse 27:  

 

 

Verse 29: 

 

 

Verses 30-31: 

 

 

 

Pray 

 For boldness in recognizing idols in our life and 

in our surroundings and turning them over to 

God. 

 For a recommitment to a Christ-led life. 

 For our church as we continue to make 

disciples who make disciples. 

 

Final Thought 

Christianity is a relationship that God established 

with His children.  In Christianity, God is the 

aggressor and man is the beneficiary  

(Romans 8:3).  The Bible states that there is nothing 

man can do to make himself right with God 

(Romans 3:23, 6:23).  God did for us what we 

cannot do for ourselves (Colossians 2:13; 2 

Corinthians 5:21).  Our sin separates us from His 

presence and sin must be punished  

(Romans 6:23).  But because God loves us, He 

took our punishment upon Himself through His son, 

Jesus Christ.  All we must do is accept God’s gift of 

salvation through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9). Grace is 

God’s blessing for the underserving! 
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