
Acts:  Expand (Acts 17: 1-15) 

For the week of May 22, 2016 

 

Background 

Paul and Silas were most recently in the city of Philippi where they had continued to encourage and 

strengthen the faith of the believers.  Now, they continue on to Thessalonica, a province of Macedonia.  This 

was a 100 mile journey, on foot, and they were probably still in pain from the beating they had received.  

Yet they pressed on with their mission to bring Christ to the Jews and Gentiles alike. 

 

Acts 17:1-9 

1. What did Paul and Silas do upon arriving in 

town?  What was Paul’s strategy when 

reasoning with the people?  Would this be a 

good strategy for us when talking with a 

searching or new believer?  With whom and 

how could you utilize Paul’s strategy in your 

own life? 

 

 

 

 

2. Paul and Silas were there for an extended 

period of time.  Using Acts 18:3 and  

2 Thessalonians 3:7-8, what did they do when 

they weren’t preaching?  Were they still able 

to use this time to witness?  How can you follow 

this example? 

 

 

 

 

3. In verses 4-7 what was the result of Paul’s 

teaching?  Can you think of any examples 

today where people think violence is the 

answer when they cannot refute God’s Word? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Of what “crime” were the Christians accused?  

“These men who have turned the world upside 

down have come here too” (Acts 17:6).  Is it 

true?  The original Greek statement from which 

this is translated can be interpreted several 

ways.  Check out these translations and verses: 

 

 “Christians turn the world upside down.”  It’s 

true.  Jesus changes people.  Examples:  

Luke 19:1-10; Acts 9:1-20;  

1 Corinthians 6:9-11. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Christians upset the civilized world.”  It’s 

true.  Jesus’ values conflict with society’s 

values.  See Matthew 5:3-10; Luke 6:20-36; 

Luke 16:15; Luke 18:14. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Christians subvert the whole world.”  It’s 

true.  When the gospel gets into people 

they become part of a secret force seeking 

to undermine and overturn the unjust, 

immoral principles and practices on which 

godless culture is founded.  See  

Matthew 13:33; Luke 17:20-21; John 19:36; 

Romans 12:1-21; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 “Christians cause trouble all over the 

world.”  It’s true.  Christ’s teachings do not 

please people who don’t want their selfish 

lifestyles disturbed.  Christ’s claims and 

ideas are often met with discomfort and 

rage, which leads to trouble.  See  

Luke 12:49-53; John 15:18 – 16:4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. (Acts 17:5-9) Put yourself in Jason’s shoes.  

Have you had an experience where you put 

yourself on the line (as Jason did)?  Share with 

the group. 

 

 

 

 

Acts 17:10-15 

6. When Paul and Silas arrived in Berea, what did 

they do?  How was the reception they 

received different from that of the 

Thessalonians?  How can you imitate the 

Berean’s response? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Use Jesus’ parable about four types of soil and 

people’s response to the gospel from  

Luke 8:4-15 to illustrate the Berean and 

Thessalonian responses.  Where do you fit? 

 

 

 

 

8. What happened at the end of the section?  

Why would they care what was going on in a 

city far from them?   

 

 

 

Acts 17:16-34  

9. This passage was covered during the week of 

April 17 as part of the Wrecked Series.  Paul is 

waiting for Silas and Timothy in Athens.  As is his 

practice he goes to the synagogue to reason 

with the people.  He spoke in the public 

square, debated the philosophers and spoke 

before the high council.  Paul tells them the 

truth of how to be saved.  Not everyone makes 

a decision for Christ, but he celebrates those 

who do.  Jesus also celebrates those who 

come to him.  What is your celebration story 

(when you received him as Lord and Savior)? 

 

 

 

Pray 

“O God, help us understand who we are – your 

nobles, your royalty – and to maintain behavior in 

keeping with whom we are.  Grant us a continuing 

hunger for spiritual truth.  Make us ever thirsty for 

the feasts in your precious Scriptures.  Please 

deliver us from ever accepting teaching about 

you without examining the Word to see if the 

things we have read or heard are in fact so.  

Please watch over your children, who so easily 

stray and misunderstand.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 

Final Thought 

Billy Graham said this:  “Jesus Christ…was the 

greatest of all revolutionaries, and he seeks true 

revolutionaries today who have been transformed 

by the power of his gospel and who are prepared 

to row against the mainstream, to go through the 

straight gate and follow the narrow way (see 

Matthew 7:13-14).  This way may be filled with 

suffering, hardships, ridicule and ostracism from 

the group.  It is difficult to follow Jesus Christ.  The 

problem of applying his teachings to our lives is 

often confusing; that is why it is so important to rely 

upon the Scriptures and upon the Holy Spirit.” 
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