
Community Group Curriculum
for the week of May 19, 2013

“New Beginnings”

BIG PICTURE

In chapter 28 of The Story we hear our heavenly Father say, “It’s nice to share!”  God tells His people that the 
grace they have received, the love they are experiencing, the amazing fellowship they share as a community 
of believers, the forgiveness of sins and the restored relationship they have with God should not be hoarded and 
kept hidden.  God calls His people to share the good news and hope found in Jesus alone.  So how are you do-
ing?  Are you quick to share?  Remember, the more we give away the things of God, the more we have!

LET’S DIG IN!

1. Read Acts 2:14-41.  Peter realizes that the promise of Acts 1:8 is being fulfilled, so he seizes the chance to begin 
fulfilling his mission.

a) Peter says that the babble of languages is a sign of something greater than drunkenness.  What does the 
sign demonstrate (Acts 2:15-21)?

b) Next, Peter recounts the key facts of Jesus’ life.  How could the Jews have known that Jesus was a special 
person sent by God (v. 22)?  How did Israel respond to Jesus (v. 23)?  Why does Peter mention God’s plan 
and foreknowledge in verse 23?  Is this important for us to remember?

c) What was the crucial event of Jesus’ life and what did it prove (Acts 2: 22, 36)?

d) According to Peter, what does Jesus have to do with the miraculous speaking the Jews have heard  
(Acts 2:33)?

e) Hearing all this, the Jews are “cut to the heart” (v. 37).  Why would Peter’s message affect a Jewish audi-
ence like this? 

2. Read Acts 2:42-47.  This passage is critical as a blueprint for the New Testament church.

a) Why is it so crucial for us to nurture fellowship (Hebrews 10:23-25)?

b) How can we devote ourselves to “the apostles’ teaching” today and why is it so important to do this to-
gether (Romans 12:3-8)?

c) Why is the Lord’s Supper (Communion) important (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)? 

d) Why should you devote yourself to prayer with other believers? 



3. Read Acts 9:1-19.  The conversion of Saul is, perhaps, one of the most significant events in history.  God chose 
an unlikely person to accomplish unprecedented works for the Kingdom.  Saul’s hatred of Christians was trans-
formed into a love for Christ and His church.  Saul became Paul, an apostle and leader of the early church 
and the author of many of the letters in the New Testament.

a) What was ironic about the way Saul entered Damascus (Acts 9:6-9)?  How had he intended to enter the 
city (vv.1- 2)?  What lesson does this example offer us?  

b) The episode on the Damascus road was a profound learning experience for Saul.  What did he learn about 
Jesus (Acts 9:4-5, 20, 22)?  What did he learn about what his own mission was going to be (Acts 9:15-16,  
20-30)? 

c) Saul (Paul) later emphasized that he saw Jesus Himself, not just a vision of Him.  What did this mean for him 
(1 Corinthians 9:1)?  

4. The life changing message of God’s love and plan for your life is evident throughout the book of Acts.   
The Lord pursues us. Let’s walk through this.

a) What drives our Lord to keep up His never-ending pursuit (2 Peter 3:9)?

b) Why does God continue chasing those we love even though they shun Him again and again  
(Psalm 103:8-10)?

c) Why is it so difficult for those we love to surrender to God (John 3:19)?

d) How will God penetrate their defenses (John 12:31-32)?

e) What can we do to help them turn their lives over to Christ (Romans 10:1)?

PRAY!  PRAY!  PRAY!

•	 Pray for the Holy Spirit’s leading in being bold to share the good news of Jesus Christ.

•	 Pray for establishing “good habits” in reading God’s Word, meditating on God’s Word and applying God’s 
Word in your life.

•	 Pray for those facing trials and tribulations in their life and the lives of their family and friends.  Pray for God’s 
comfort and healing hand upon them.

AND NOW FOR SOME FINAL THOUGHTS

The book of Acts is about the activities of the apostles.  More specifically we could say it is about the spread of the 
gospel through the apostles.  The book of Acts tells the story of how the gospel spread from a concentrated Jew-
ish culture to every culture.  

You know, God’s plan is so simple.  When we pray for power, something happens like in the New Testament church 
when they came to Jerusalem and prayed.  When we proclaim the story of Jesus like Peter did, something  
happens.  God who stirred the church to reach Jerusalem is the same God who desires to stir RiverLakes  
Community Church.


